
Queensland Certificate of Education (QCE)  
The QCE is Queensland’s senior secondary schooling qualification. It is internationally recognised and 
provides evidence of senior schooling achievements.  

How does it work?  

To receive a QCE, you must achieve the set amount of learning, at the set standard, in a set pattern, while 
meeting literacy and numeracy requirements.  

Set amount: 20 credits from contributing courses of study, including:  

 QCAA-developed subjects or courses  

 vocational education and training (VET) qualifications  

 non-Queensland studies  

 recognised studies.  
 
Set standard: satisfactory completion, grade of C or better, competency or qualification completion, pass 
or equivalent.  
Set pattern: 12 credits from completed Core courses of study and 8 credits from any combination of:  

 Core  

 Preparatory (maximum 4 credits)  

 Complementary (maximum 8 credits).  
 
Literacy and numeracy: you must meet literacy and numeracy requirements through one of the available 
learning options.  
 

What can I study?  

The QCE lets you choose from:  

General subjects: suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling 
that lead primarily to tertiary studies, vocational education and training or work. General subjects include 
Extension subjects.  

Applied subjects: suited to students who are primarily interested in pathways beyond senior secondary 
schooling that lead to vocational education and training or work.  

Senior External Examination subjects: individual subject examinations provided across Queensland in 
October and November each year by the QCAA.  

Short Courses: suited to students who are interested in pathways beyond senior secondary schooling that 
lead to vocational education and training and establish a basis for further education and employment.  

Vocational education and training (VET) qualifications: to get students ready for work through practical 
learning. VET can also lead to further education and training.  

Other courses: allow you to study a specific area of interest. These include recognised certificates and 
awards, and university subjects studied while at school. 

 
Queensland Certificate of Individual Achievement 
The QCIA recognises and reports the achievements of students whose learning is part of an individual 
learning program. To be eligible, students must have impairments or difficulties in learning that are not 
primarily due to socio-economic, cultural or linguistic factors 
 


