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Feedback from international student (Papua New Guinea) Chessica LOMAI, Trinity Bay State High 

School Years 10/11/12, 2018 – 2020.   
 

The reason I chose Cairns as my study abroad destination is that Cairns was the first option 
my parents had chosen for me to get a better education. Overseas study offers a broad range 
of personal, academic, and professional benefits. It presents a unique opportunity to immerse 
yourself in a foreign culture, experience a different education system, and make connections 
with people from all corners of the globe. Studying abroad helps you expand your academic 
horizon and develop the capacity to adapt to various educational settings. By studying 
abroad, you’ll meet people with different upbringings, helping you widen your horizon and 
broaden your mind. Studying abroad can be overwhelming, but the challenges you overcome 
can help you become a more mature person. You’ll find out that you can often thrive in new, 
unexpected circumstances, and you’ll boost your communication skills by speaking a new 
language—helping you further improve your self-confidence. By enrolling in a study abroad 
program, you’ll have the chance to see a side of yourself that you may not have been 
exposed to at home. 
 
I love Science so much is because we learn so much! In Science, we carry out so may cool 
experiments and learn so much about our beautiful world. Think about how much Science 
carries an impact on all of us.  Science teaches us so much about this world and what makes 
it up. Without Science, this world would have been equivalent to nothing at all. Science may 
be boring at times, I admit, but Science gives us hope, which is such an empowering thing to 
grasp and take hold of because it gives us the motivation to continue doing what we do and 
allows us to see the bigger picture in life. Math is a great subject that can exercise your logic 
and problem-solving skills. It's not a subject where you need to remember vast amounts of 
equations, you just need to recognize the type of question. It's also a very graceful subject, 
because an answer is either RIGHT or WRONG. History was my favourite subject because it 
shows us the key to building great civilizations like Rome and Egypt and helps us learn from 
humankind's mistakes in the past. I like to see how present-day countries were like back then 
and see how everything came to be. It’s also interesting because it helps us learn from 
people’s mistakes, so we as the world can have a better future. 
 
The best moment I've ever experienced in school was last year. I took Marine Science for the 
first semester and Biology for second and we got to dissect a fish, squid, yabbies etc. I know 
that it sounds gross but it's really not. That's what I thought at first too. I did lots of fun 
experiments in that class that were new to me. I think that these experiences were really fun 
and interesting. I've never done anything like that in a class before.        
 
I think that when teachers introduce students to hands-on activities and projects the students 
enjoy it more. Since we have more energy it's a good use of it. We learn better when we're 
allowed to move around and be creative. Our lives aren't going to be pen on paper or books 
forever. It's best to get us students to explore the world using the skills that we learn and 
strengthen our understanding of daily life that is sometimes hidden from us and then exposed 
to us abruptly once we turn into adults. 
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Feedback from international student (Sri Lanka) Vonara LIYANAGE, Trinity Bay State High School 

Years 10/11/12, 2018 – 2020.   

 
Studying abroad may be one of the most beneficial experiences for me as a student. By 
studying abroad, I had the opportunity to study in a foreign nation, face challenges and the 
culture of a new land. Another reason is that when studying abroad, there are more chances 
available to experience different styles of education. By enrolling in an educational program, 
I’ve already got a chance to see a different pathway that I may not have been exposed to at 
home.  
 
I found incredible new foods, customs, traditions and social atmospheres. One of the major 
benefits of studying at Trinity Bay SHS is the opportunity to meet new lifelong friends from 
different backgrounds. While I am studying in Australia I had the chance to discover other 
new and exciting forms of entertainment. One of the major draws is the opportunity to study a 
foreign language at Trinity Bay State High School. Finally, I hope that I will find a job and a 
career, and the opportunity to study abroad may turn out to be life changing.  Studying in 
Cairns is an experience unlike any other. 
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Feedback from international student (Papua New Guinea) Veronica Faith KAUPA, Trinity Bay State 

High School Years 9/10/11/12, 2017 – 2020.   

  

I didn’t get the choice to choose whether to stay back in PNG or come to Cairns neither 

did I choose which school to go to, but in the end I’m still glad I came here and into Trinity 

Bay State High School for many reasons.  I found out about studying in Cairns through 

my parents, they had told me that it would be better if I had studied abroad for there are 

better opportunities for me and my other siblings that had also came here. 

 

The most memorable subjects I have had so far would be Visual art, Applied Business 

Computing, HPE, and Dance. All because I did well in them or that I had fun there, some 

are even both. 

 

Some experiences that I enjoyed most about Cairns would be seeing and learning a lot of 

new things every day. Everyone that I’ve met so far are nice, then there’s the Cairns 

Show, one of the best things that occurs once a year that I enjoy greatly. There are also a 

lot of fun and amazing things to do that I haven’t done yet but would want to try it out. 

 

Some positive experiences or highlights of my high school in Cairns would be that the 

staff and students that I’ve met so far are pleasant to me, there are also some great 

expectations in the school and the food at the tuck shop is also good. There are also 

some great options for students in the school like extra activities (sports, music, dance 

etc) and good subjects to choose from in the senior secondary.  
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Feedback from international student (Papua New Guinea) Marianne KAUPA, Trinity Bay State High 

School Years 9/10/11/12, 2017 – 2020.   

 
My parents selected Cairns for my Secondary Schooling program because we believed 
studying abroad will offer me a better education and provide more opportunities for me. 
Studying in Cairns is surprisingly exciting and interesting. The practical lessons offered in 
some of my classes certainly was an eye-opener compared to my previous school back 
home. The subject that interests me most would be Food and Nutrition because I learnt 
cooking styles and dishes that were foreign to me. Dance is one of the subjects offered here 
that is not offered in my pervious school back home. One of the many perks about studying in 
Cairns would be the fact that it’s a tourist destination. Cairns being a tourist destination allows 
me to partake in the variety of activities outside school in my spare time. Activities such as 
Sky Rail and snorkelling… which are not common back home. Studying in Cairns has 
certainly introduced me to new subjects that have not been introduced to me back home. The 
new subjects such as Legal Studies, Dance, Food and Nutrition, helps me broaden my 
knowledge and lift my confidence.  
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Feedback from international student (Vietnam) To Minh Khue NGUYEN, Trinity Bay State High 

School Years 10/11/12, 2019 – 2021.   

 
The reason I chose Cairns for my Secondary Schooling Program because my family’s 

work is here, and also because Cairns is not crowded like another cities.  My mom took 

me to Cairns, so I came here. 

 

My favorite subject is Music and last Tuesday was my performance, so I played the piano 

for my performance and that was an amazing feeling. In my school at home, 

Fundamental Physical Education, Dance and Tourism are not available but there are also 

a few of subjects that are not available here such as Literature and Defense Education. 

 

This is my first time in a foreign country like Australia, so I felt really excited when arrived 

in Cairns.  I feel that I have learnt more about different cultures and acquired a lot of new 

knowledge.  The positive highlights of my high school study in Cairns is that I have made 

many friends and my English skills have improved. 
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Feedback from international student (Germany) Giulian ATTALLAH, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 2, 2018 and Semester 1, 2019.   

 
I choose Cairns for my Secondary Schooling Program because I was very interested in the 
schools here in Cairns and I was also very interested in going diving. My agency back in 
Germany advised me about different schools in Australia and then gave me a variety of 
schools here in Cairns.  
 
Trinity Bay SHS has many different subjects but the most interesting and memorable subject 
for me was Physical Education because it is so different to Physical Education in Germany. I 
was also very interested in Photography because it is a special subject that I can’t choose in 
Germany.  
 
The most enjoyable experiences with my homestay are the trips that we have done, you see 
Australia totally differently because your homestay can tell you everything about the area. I 
really enjoyed the diving here in Cairns and the fact that there is always something to do here.  
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Feedback from international student (Norway) Camilia FINNSTUN, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 2, 2018 – Semester 1, 2019.   
 
 

Hi, my name is Camila Finnstun. I am 17 years old, and I come from Norway. I came to 
Australia in July 2018, and I am leaving in July 2019. I always knew that I wanted to go to 
Australia, but choosing a city to stay in was harder because I knew I didn’t want to go to a big 
city, but rather experience something new. I started looking up the smaller towns along with 
my friend who is also studying here, and we came across Cairns. I found out about the reef 
and schooling options, and we were sold.  
 
I like Cairns because of what the nature has to offer here and the different subjects at school 
are very different from Norway. I would say my most memorable subject has been Recreation 
Outdoor. I have gone on everything from Rock climbing trips to snorkelling and canoeing. The 
school part has been really good, but what has made my year complete has been my 
homestay. They have been really kind to me, trusted me and given me advice when needed. I 
haven’t had time to get homesick while being here, because it has been so great. I have done 
a lot of cool stuff while being here, and I couldn’t possibly just pick one. I really enjoyed 
rafting, mountain climbing, and of course diving.  
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Feedback from international student (Slovakia) Sarah JELASICOVA, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 1, 2019.   
 
My  name is Sarah Jelašičova. I am 17 year old student from Slovakia. I have decided to 
study in Cairns because my parents didn´t want me to go to a big city where everything is too 
far away.We have made a decision that Cairns is a beautiful city with an appropriate 
population. I liked the school and what it offers. The subjects and the whole school system is 
totally different compared to my school at home. Students have an opportunity to choose out 
of many subjects that are very interesting and entertaining. Subjects that I don´t have at home 
are for example: Dance, Photography, Business, Recreation Outdoor, Hospitality and Visual 
Arts. 
 
My most interesting subject is Recreation Outdoor. This term we focused on canoeing. We go  
canoeing on a river, navigate streams, learn how to tie ropes and save people. I have also 
tried Dance which was so much fun but a lot of work and choreographing. 
 
Cairns gives you an opportunity to visit many beautiful and interesting places. Australia is 
known for fauna and flora. I visited many waterfalls (eg:Crystal Cascades, Fairy Falls, Milla 
Milla Falls), saw a lot of animals and ate delicious tropical food.    
 
Other interesting places and typical things to do in Cairns are going to the Esplanade, 
swimming at the lagoon, hanging around with your friends in the city and playing volleyball. 
 
I am happy that I have had an opportunity to be an exchange student in Australia. I think it 
helped me to become independent and gave me the best memories that I will remember 
forever. 

 

  

  

 



TTrriinniittyy  BBaayy  SSttaattee    HHiigghh    SScchhooooll  

  

  

Feedback from international student (Germany) Hannah SCHWARZ Trinity Bay State High School, 

Terms 2 and 3, 2019.   

Having the chance to study abroad in Cairns is a great experience for me. My name Hannah 
and I am from Germany and am staying in Australia for six months. I chose Cairns because of 
its great variety of outdoor activities and the beautiful locations around it. I didn‘t get 
disappointed! So many dreams have come true in only two months, I had the opportunity to 
go diving on the Great Barrier Reef, visit the Daintree Rainforest and spend my weekends at 
the beach. In such a short period of time I learned so many new things in but also out of 
school. I chose Trinity Bay State High School because of the large variety of subjects and I 
didn’t get disappointed. In Performing Arts we have an amazing teacher who encourages us 
to be more open on stage and we do a lot of practical exercises. I am also super happy with 
“Recreation, Sport and Outdoor” in which we did a lot of Canoe and Kayak excursions. Those 
subjects do not exist in my German school and have taught me a lot for my life. I am really 
grateful for having met a lot of new friends at Trinity Bay, from whom I have learned a lot 
about different cultures. Not only Australian, but friends from Papua New Guinea, China and 
Vietnam who have shown me a lot of different cultural lifestyles.  

Furthermore my English is improving and I feel more confident in speaking the language. If I 
would have to choose one of my most enjoyable experiences in Cairns, I couldn’t decide. 
Within these few months I had a lot of great days, but diving was definitely one of my 
highlights. I had the chance to see the Great Barrier Reef in its whole beauty. I am fascinated 
by this whole ecosystem, I discovered corals and little fish as well as sharks and turtles who 
were having lunch. I also enjoyed the Daintree Rainforest Trip organised by the school, 
especially the Camp fire in the evening and spending time with new people made me very 
happy. The Cairns Lagoon surprised me the most, I saw a lot of pictures of it but didn’t really 
believe that it would be a beautiful spot to go swimming and having BBQ. When I came there 
the first time I was surprised by a stunning sunset and singing birds who made this place to a 
magical place to hang out with friends. Also I could make a lot of experiences with my host 
family. My favourite trip with them was to their grandmother in Innisfail but also little things like 
going groceries shopping with them is a lot of fun. All in all this experience did and will teach 
me so much for my life and I am very thankful for that.  
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Feedback from international student (Italy) Amedeo SECCO, Trinity Bay State High School, Terms 2 and 

3, 2019.   
 
My name is Amedeo Secco, and I’m Italian. Before leaving my country I used to live in a town 
named Treviso, not a really famous one but has its particularity, but now my home has quickly 
changed in a more generic “near Venice”…. Australian prospective I suppose. Lots of people 
have already asked me how I finished here in Cairns instead of any other centimetre square 
in the world, and the answer is simple: by plane (the last one landed here, and so here I am). 
Wait, do they mean why I choose Cairns? Ok, got it! Personally I choose Cairns because I 
found it a place located in a particular area with a lots of place to see (reef, rainforest,…) with 
a tropical climate. Perfect for jumping into something unusual and different for me, for having 
a lovely time and for visiting this country. Also after a quick look at the subjects and at the 
school’s website I found Trinity Bay SHS has a really interesting choice for the amount of 
subjects that it offers and the organised system. Summarising: a good location? A good 
school? Take my money and get me there now! Pardon me, take my parents’ money: I’m still 
a poor and young fellow.  
 
That’s my little story of how I chose this city. And it couldn’t be better: school here is really 
“calm”. You go there without big preoccupations, you listen to your lessons without the 
thought of tests and assignment every time and it leaves you lots of free time after it where 
you can just do whatever you want. At the beginning here I choose subjects that are normal 
ones, really theatrical, thanks to what I’m used to doing in Italy, and I find them challenging 
enough to require you to study, but not too much. I’ve also noticed lots of particular subjects. 
Some where you use the wood for making furniture, where you cook, design, dance,… are 
really unusual for me, and I want to try them! Although I wouldn’t have said no to a residence 
with butler too, I’m happy where I’m staying: my host-family is made of really nice and kind 
people, that make me feel part of the family and help me when I need them (and their cuisine 
is really good too!).  
 
Lastly, I have to say that I’ve found Cairns a really beautiful city, that can be enjoyed just 
walking and looking around, and it offers a lot of possibilities to visit what is around it. My best 
experience, because is the only one until now, has been the Daintree trip where I had the 
possibility to see the rainforest and the reef too! I think that Cairns has been a good choice for 
my foreign period, and I’m enjoying a lot my time here. 
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Feedback from international student (Germany) Tessa DROPPELMAN, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 2, 2019.   
 
Hey, I‘m Tessa 
 
I‘m 15 and come from Cologne in Germany. On the 13th of July I arrived in Cairns and I really 
like it here even though a lot of you can’t understand why I even chose to come to Cairns in 
the first place. 
 
I chose Cairns because of the sunshine, the reefs, the holiday feeling this city gives me and 
also because of the CAD program that our school offers. I have always wanted to study 
abroad and I planned my stay for such a long time so I still haven’t completely realised that 
I’m really living in Australia now. And time flies by so fast! It only seems like yesterday that I 
arrived at the airport, very nervous and excited! But I have already made so many nice 
memories here, like going on the rafting trip, having BBQs at the Esplanade, spending a day 
at Palm Cove Beach or just exploring the city with friends. My host family is amazing too! 
I am looking very forward to the next 4 months and I’m sure I’ll never forget this time! 
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Feedback from international student (Germany) Katharina FLORIAN, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Term 3, 2019.   
 

Hi, I´m Katharina and I´m 16 years old. I come from Germany and I arrived in Australia 6 
weeks ago. It´s so crazy that I´m actually here right now. For you guys it´s normal I know, but 
I have prepared my exchange for one year and after all this time I´m finally there. I´m so glad 
that my mom convinced me of Cairns, because this city is amazing.  
 
In Germany I live in a small town called Bückeburg. It´s nice there, we have an old castle from 
16th century and a Prince, but that’s it. It´s nothing compared to Australia. The landscapes 
here are stunning and people are so much more chilled. I´m really excited about my diving trip 
next weekend. I haven´t been to the Great Barrier Reef yet, but I´m pretty sure it will be 
amazing. Diving is one of the main reasons why I chose to come to Cairns. Therefore, I have 
done a rafting tour, which was fun (I can say that because I wasn´t in the boat that overturned 
every 5 minutes), went to many BBQ´s and did a lot of stuff with my friends and host parents. 
And of course, I go to school. Maybe not the most exciting thing after six weeks anymore, but 
still interesting because it´s so different compared to German schools. Our school starts at 
8am and we usually finish at 1.15pm. Although we are home two hours earlier, we have more 
lesson time during the day. Our minimum is 4 hours and 30 minutes of classes, we only finish 
earlier, because our breaks are much shorter. It´s so weird for me to have nearly one whole 
hour of lunchtime. We also don´t have subjects like: Dance, Photography, Hospitality etc. only 
as extracurricular. Until year 11 there are 13 subjects that everyone has to do, so our week is 
pretty full. Sometimes I have school until 5.30pm and more than 7 hours of class time. I think 
how you handle it here in Australia is much better, because you’re not done after one week of 
school and you stay motivated, or at least I do. 
 
I hope the rest of my time I´m here will be as great as it has been so far and make this whole 
experience even more unforgettable! 
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Feedback from international student (Austria) Sarah STREIT, Trinity Bay State High School, Semester 

2, 2019.   
 

I chose to do my oversea stay in Cairns, because everyone recommended me the city. They 
told me that the people there are nice, open and easy to be friends with and they were right. 
 
School here is really different to Austria. The lesson are longer and the teachers are nicer 
here. The subjects are better here as well. We don’t have subjects like Dance, Recreation, 
Marine Science or Kitchen Operations Austria. 
 
The best part about my homestay here are my friends and my host family. I made a lot of 
really good friends and my host family felt like my real family from the first second. 
 
Some of my best experiences here were my school trips to Orpheus Island and to Tully River 
and also the normal school days and the time I spend with my friends. I love Cairns in 
general. It’s just too beautiful and I’m so happy to be here. I haven’t regrated my decision to 
come to Cairns for one second! 
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Feedback from international student (Italy) Arianna MALERBA, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 2, 2019.   
  

I chose to study in Cairns because I’ve already been here 2 years ago with my parents and I 
fell in love with the city and the people, so I decided to come back as an exchange student.  
I discovered Trinity Bay State High School with the organization that I came here with that 
showed three different schools. I decided to go to Trinity Bay SHS for its marine science 
program and because it’s the best in scientific subjects. 
 
Thanks to T-Bay I had the opportunity to study subjects that are not available in my school in 
Italy, such as photography, hospitality, kitchen operation and marine science. 
 
Thanks to the school I also had the possibility to go to Orpheus island where I saw the 
amazing barrier reef with all the corals and fishes that I studied during term three and I had a 
lot of fun with all my friends that I met here in Australia. For these reasons this experience 
was what I most enjoyed since I am here in Cairns.  
 
I am really enjoying my time here in Cairns because the city is beautiful and I met a lot of 
people from all over the world and I am having a lot of fun with my host family and my new 
friends. 
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Feedback from international student (Italy) Marco RANZOLI, Trinity Bay State High School, Semester 

2, 2019.   

 
I chose Cairns for my Study Abroad Program knowing I was going to find unique landscapes 
and a very different lifestyle than what I was used to in Milan. I was looking for something 
completely different from my everyday life in Italy. I found out about Cairns through the 
organisation that helped me plan my experience: WEP Italy.  
 
During my stay at Trinity Bay I have enjoyed a lot of great subjects: the most interesting of 
which were Geography and Chemistry. In Cairns, I’ve had the chance to study Business and 
Geography, subjects that I would’ve never been able to study back home. My host family has 
been extremely kind to me from the very start of this experience; I found very caring and 
respectful host parents and some really cool activities they involved me in. Throughout my 
stay in Cairns I’ve had some unbelievable experiences but none of them were as good as the 
Orpheus Island trip. Since I’ve been here I have noticed major improvements in my attitude 
towards school and an increased curiosity for subjects I wasn’t originally interested in such as 
Chemistry. 
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Feedback from international student (Italy) Alice CORRADINO, Trinity Bay State High School, 

Semester 2, 2019.   

 
I choose Cairns because previously I came here with my parents during a holiday trip and I 
fell in love with the city, the people always so friendly and the weather was amazing.  When 
my parents told that I could choose the place I was enthusiastic. 
 
My agency told me everything and let me decide between two schools, they explained to me 
the differences and from there I decided by myself that I wanted to go to Trinity Bay State 
High School. 
 
The best subjects that I did were Recreation Outdoors where we did rock climbing; it was 
amazing and so much fun to learn about the types of climbing and then actually doing it!  
Another subject that I really liked was Marine Science, I love diving in particularly so for me 
studying the fish, the corals and the ocean was beyond what I could have ever imagined.  The 
lessons were always very interesting and I never got bored. 
 
In my school in Italy everything is different, we just have academic subjects and you can’t 
decide the subject; you just decide the type of school so to came here and being able to 
decide myself what to do was amazing. 
 
I had the most amazing host family here since the first day they made me feel like I was part 
of the family, we became so close that now I can actually say that we are family.  The school 
and all the teachers and students were so good with us, they had patience and they helped a 
lot during the assessment. Everyone was supportive and being very present if you had any 
type of problem. 
 
The best trip that I have done was Orpheus Island. We international students we went to this 
research island and did snorkelling, we saw so many fish even turtles! We played fun games 
and it was the best experienced ever. 
 
I had the best time of my life here in Cairns, I wish I didn’t have to leave. It’s an experience 
that I will bring in my heart forever and also will help me for my future. 

  

  

 


